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SHOOTING IN TEXAS 


MAN WITH ASSAULT WEAPON KILLS DOZENS AT RURAL CHURCH 


Pei 
2 


At least 26 dead 
Ages range from 5 
to 72; one is pastor's 
daughter, 14 


Shooter dies 
Ex-Air Force man in 
20s had no known 
terrorist links 


Horror, anguish 
“There are no words 
to describe the pure 
evil, governor says 


BY JIM VERTUNO « Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS e A man 
dressed in black tactical-style gear and armed 
with an assault weapon opened fire inside a 
church in a small South Texas town on Sunday, 
killing 26 people and wounding at least 16 others 
in what the governor called the deadliest mass 
shooting in the state’s history. The dead ranged 


in age from 5 to 72. 


Authorities didn’t identify the attacker at a 
news conference Sunday night, but two other 
officials — one a U.S. official and one in law en- 
forcement — identified him as Devin Kelley. 
They spoke to The Associated Press on the con- 


dition of anonymity. 


The U.S. official said Kelley lived in a San An- 
tonio suburb and didn’t appear to be linked to 
organized terrorist groups. Investigators were 
looking at social media posts Kelley made in 


See TEXAS ¢ Page A5 


JAY JANNER e° Austin American-Statesman via AP 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott consoles Ann Montgomery, a Sunday school teacher at First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, at a vigil for the victims of the shooting Sunday at the church. 


A 


JAY JANNER e Austin American-Statesman via AP 
Investigators work Sunday at First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. 


St. Louisans will vote on half-cent 
sales tax increase on Tuesday 


BY CELESTE BOTT 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS o° Voters on Tuesday 
will decide whether to approve 
a half-cent sales tax increase to 
give the city’s police officers and 
firefighters a raise, a measure 
supporters say is necessary for 
a competitively paid police de- 
partment. 

But a vocal opposition has ar- 
gued the raises should wait un- 
til the St. Louis Metropolitan 
Police Department implements 
some of the reforms that activ- 
ists have pushed for during pro- 
tests over the past seven weeks. 
Others contend that raising the 
city’s existing sales tax rate from 


See ELECTION ¢ Page A6 
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Mayor Lyda Krewson is in favor of 
a tax hike for police raises. 


NOV. 7 SPECIAL ELECTION 
IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis voters will decide on a 
half-cent sales tax increase for 
police on Tuesday. 

e Polls open at 6 a.m. and close at 
7p.m. 

e You can find your polling place 
on the city Board of Election 
Commissioners website. 

Voters in the 2nd Ward will also 
choose a new alderman. 


Buckle up: Illinois governor’s 
election is only a year away 


BY RYAN VOYLES 
Herald & Review 


SPRINGFIELD e Brace yourself. 
The deafening political ads and 
rounds of candidate appearances 
are coming. The race for Illinois 
governor is entering the final 
countdown — and every corner 
of the state is in play. 

Monday officially marks one 
year from Election Day for what’s 


widely predicted to be one of the 
most expensive statewide races 
in American history, a battle 
royale featuring a handful of 
well-funded candidates focused 
on leading the fifth most popu- 
lated state in the nation. 

In most marathon election cy- 
cles, 12 months is seen as an eter- 
nity. But this isn’t a typical state. 


See ILLINOIS o Page A4 


City studies school board setup 


Various options for St. Louis to be discussed at public meeting 


BY KRISTEN TAKETA 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS o» Deciding who should run 
St. Louis Public Schools will be about 
more than just deciding whether its 
school board members should be 
elected or appointed. 

St. Louis leaders also have to decide: 
What is the role of a school board? 
What makes a school board effective? 
Who should decide how a school dis- 
trict is run? Does it matter how school 
board members are chosen? 

Since the state revoked the district’s 
accreditation in 2007, the district 


has been run by a three-member, ap- 
pointed Special Administrative Board. 
On Monday, the SAB’s transition task 
force will convene the first of three 
public forums to decide which type of 
board St. Louis should have: elected, 
appointed or a combination. 

Any board other than an elected one 
would require a change to state law. 

Some experts try not to overempha- 
size the importance of how a board is 
chosen. They say what really matters 
in the end is who the members are and 
how well they work together. 


See BOARD « Page A4 


TRANSITION 
TASK FORCE 
MEETING 


When ° 6:30 p.m. 
Monday 

Where « Vashon 
High School, 
3035 Cass 
Avenue 

What e A 
presentation on 
elected school 
boards 


Cranksgiving helps fill tables of needy +» a4 


TODAY 
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TOMORROW 
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Roads here less jammed than in other cities • a3 
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YOUR DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION 
VISIT WWW.STLTODAY.COM 


Trump pushes trade issues in Japan « a7 
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